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GRACE: 


BEING 


is Brief Narrative of the Succefs which the 
i Gofpel hathhad among the /N DI_ANS of 
Martha's Vineyard (and the Places adjacent) 
in New- -England. 
WITH 
Some Remarkable Cariofities, concerning the 
Numbers, the Cuftoms, and the prefent Cir- 
~ cumftances of the JV DILANS on that jfland. 
Further Explaining and Confirming the Account 
given of thole Matters, by Mr. Catton Pather, 
in the Life of the Renowned Mr. John Eltot, 


“By MATTHEW MAYHEW. 


=- a 


| | Attefted by the Reverend Mr. Nath, Mather, and others. 


Whereto is Added, 

An Account concerning the Prefent State of Chriftianity 
among the Jndzans, in other Parts of New-England’: 
Expreffed in the Letters of feveral Worthy Perfons. 
beft acquainted therewithal. 


LONDO N, Printed for Nath. Miller, at the Princes Arms 
in Leaden- -hallefty eet, overagaintt St. Mary Axe, 1695. 


re re ere, ee 


= 5 eae EG chal SS 
~~ 


—whefe Names are un- 
der-written, are well 
Affured and Satisfied of the Truth 
of thefe Narratives, concerning 
the State and Succefs of the Gofpel 
amoneft the Indians in New-England, 


George Griffith, 
Matthew Mead. 
john Fiow, | 
Vincent Alfop. 


Ifaac Channcy. © | 
4 ? &. 
Nath. Mather, a / 
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY | 
Sir. William Phipps Knight. 
Captain General and. Governour . in 


Chief of the Province of the’ Mafi- 
chufett-Bay, in New-England. 


TO THE HONOURABLE 
APs. epee ae 8 
Willtam Stoughton Eq; 
Lieutenant Governour. 

TO Major GENERAL, 
Wait Winthrop Eq; 
To the Reverend, 3ticreafe Mather, 

| Prafident of Harvard Colledge. 


AND 


To the Reverend, Charles Morten, 
I Paftor of the Church in Char/fown. 


HOULD I not make Honourable men: 
tion of Your Names, for Your conti« 
nual Care of, and Infpection into, the 

sé” Great Work of Civilizing the Indians, 

nd Promoting the Work for their Converfion : 
nd the hope of future incouraging the Preach- 
ig of the Gofpel, to fuch who as yet are 
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sh THE DEDICATION. 

Strangers to the God of Jfrael; I fhould be 
juftly condemnable. I have in the infuing 
Scrole, prefented to the World a Trae Narra- 
tive, though Short, of the Beginning, Progrefs 
and Prefent State of the Jzdians on Martha's 
Vineyard and I{lands Adjacent, and Places on 
the Mainland to them relating, refpecting their 
Couverfion. That I have not fpoken of other 
parts of New England, may be jultly Excufed ; 
fince I have Written little more than what is of 
my own knowledge : of other places I muft have 
prefumed from report. Of the Calumnies caft 
on the Jzdian Profeffors, I have in the difcourfe 
prefented to Your view, (as in. other things ) 
{poken briefly, which I hope will be fome Satis- 
fa&ion to You. I hhall only defire of You, 
that incouragement might be given to fome 
Englifh, or Indian, Spirited for fuch Service 
( humbly conceiving an Indian moft probably 
like to effect the fame) to vilit the Indians, 
bordering on New England 5; who might carry 
tothem the glad Tydings of the Gofpel ; but 
fince I may not doubt Your Prudence, in this 
as in other your weighty Affaires 5 1 fhall not 
add to this, but Sub{fcribe 


Your EXCELLENCIES, 
And 
Your HONOURS, 
Maoft Humble Servant, 
Martha's Vineyard, 


Zune 18.1694. AATTHEW MAYHEW. 
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REF ACE. 


H AT Bleffed Work, which ws the Prin- 
cipal Subject of thefe following Narratives, 
| was begun about Fourty ar Fifty Years ago: 
Ind there were then Publifhed, for Three or Four 
Jears fucceffively, feveral Prints giving account of 


's Progrefs, under the Titles of, Vhe Day daw- 
ing, @c. Strength out of Weaknels, ce. 
‘ears of Repentance, cc. to the great rejoycing 
’ the Hearts of many Precious Saints of that Day. 
ince that Time, there hath been but little. (thar I 
pow of ) Communicated to the Publick, concerning 
vat Affair , fave only that Letter from my Dear 
votber, Afr, Increafe Mather, te Doctor John 
deufden of Utrecht, which « bere Inferted, and 
Wich was (foon after it was Received) Printed in 
atine, as it was Written 5 and alfa Tranflated 
Wo French, and into Englifh; ‘and the French 
ranflation Printed inthe Netherlands, the Latine 
p4 the Englith here in London ; firff by it felf, 
ir the Englith again afterward iv the Story of the 
ife of Mr. John Eliot, by my Dear Nephew Mar. 
A 2) Cotton 


“ 


ies 


She 


ar 5 ee eS 


See La eee ec eS aE tae tr ace tea ER 


= 


| 
| 
: 
i 
| 


SS ae 


The Preface. 


Gotton Mather : Which Life of Mr.Eliot was firft 
Primedin New England, aad bath been Printed 
thrice here in London, (tho not without being great- 
ly maimed, according tothe Direction and Pleafure 
of our Englifh ladex Exporgatorius, Thu Letter 
when firft Printed bere, was Prefented to the King 
by the Right Honcarable the Lord Wharton. Thefe 
other Papers, bere joynea.theremith, were lately 
Printed at Bolten im New England, avd fene 
over from thence io my Hand by my Deareft Brother 
there. 1 give thu fo Particular aw Account con- 
cerning thefe Relations, that the Reader may reft 
affured and fatified concerning the Truth and Cer- 
tainty of Matter of F atl, as bere reported. 

‘The Jefuits about 130 Years age, endeavoured 
to amufe the Worla.by ther Epiftole Indice, and 
other Prints, with Stories.of the Conuer{ions wrought 
by them, and their Companions, in the Balt-\ndies 
and Adjacent Ifles. But, as many of the Storzes 
which they tell are palpable and impudent Impofluces, 
foif all that they vaunt. of their Converfions were 
rut, no milder Cenfure of them can be given than 
that which Chrift paffeth on the Conve: fions made by 
the Pharifees, who. (hetells us) compaffed Sea und 
Land to make one Profelyte ; and when be was made, 
be became twofold more a Child. of Hell than they 
who profelyted him. Of the Fuftnefs of this fuag- 
ment there needs no other Evidence than that Boor 
Entituled, Manuale ad Sacramerta Eeclefie mi- 
niftranda, D. Ludovici Cerqueira Faponenfis Epi{- 
copt. opera ad ufum fyi Cleri ordinatum. Gam 

appro- 


The Preface. 


approbatione & facultate. Nang faquij, in Cole 
legio Faponico Societatis Jefu. Anno Domini, 
MDCV. itwa Direttory for the Miniftring 
of their Sacraments, as alfo for Reconciling or Pu- 
vifying Churches and Burying Places, for making 
Holy-water, for bleffing Priefis Garments, New 
Croffes, a Pafchal Lamb, Bread, New Fruits, 
Candles, New Foufes, New Ships, Nets, New 
fown or planted Ground, Sick Cattle 5 as a‘fo for 
exorcifing or driving out Devils from Bodies, from 
Storms of Hail and Lightning, from Flaunted 
‘Honfess with more fuch Trumptry. Tt appears by 
Wet all along, what woful Chrijtians they there make ; 
Whe moft Solemn Services wherein they are inftrutted, 
Rand to which they are ingaged, being full of abo- 
yemacabie idolatries, foul and grofs and fotez{h Super= 
| lise’, erecrable Blalphemies, horrid Conjurations, 
nd damned Magical Prattifes > In all which their 
Waiferable Converts follow, and have going before 
Wem thofe Agents for Hell and Fatiors for the 
WDevil, their wretched Priefts and Perverters. 
| But inthefe New England Preachers, and.Con- 
errs among the Indians there, the Reader will find 
\protbing but che Plainnefs and Simplicity of the Gof- 
Weel, andthe Power of the Gract of Chrift accom- 
| panying it. 

lt mujt be conféffed, they have mot in ufe among 
hem eicher Lordlike Bifhops, ar Pompous Ceremonits, 
er Set Forms of EHuman Compofure and Preferibing 
Wor Poblick Prayer and Praife. But furely there 
may be Real Converts to Chrift, True and Pure 
, As Church es, 


The Preface. 

Churches, and Acceptable Worfhip tendred up to 
God, without thofe Things which the Scripture 
kaoweth nothing of. The truth i, thofe Perfons 
whom the Lord hath ufed and honoured in this 
" Bleffed Work, have no more fondnefs for fuck 
Things, than the Zealots for them have for the 
Preaching and Propogating of the Gofpel. But be 
Men of what Perfiwafion foever, if they be good, 
and be of Holy Paul’s Spirit, they will neverthelefs 
rejoice, That however Chrift ts Preached and Re- 
ceived among thofé who, they and their Fore-fathers 
for many Generations, even beyond all Memory or 
Record, fate in Darknefs, and in the Region and 
Shadow of Death, if ever any did. Thefe Af- 
faults upon the fo long quietly continued Poffeffion of 
the Devil, and the re(cuing fo many of his mife- 
rable Thvalls from bu Power, it is likely hath much 
snragea him againft New-England, and caufed 
bim to bear a fingular Spite to that Plantation: And 
certain it i, he hath by his Inftruments raifed more 
Trouble to thofe Colonies, than to any other of the 

Englifh Nation in America. , 
That this Work of Gofpelizing the Barbarows 
Indians hath been fet on foot fo fon, kept alive fa 
hong, aud carried on to fuch a Progrefs, by a Ge- 
neration of Diflenters, fhould be lookt upon as a 
Real upbraiding of the other Colonies of the Englith 
Nation in thofe Goings-down of the Sun, for their 
great Negletifulne/s of it. Never let it be faid, 
or let there be occafion given for it to be thought, 
that the Englifh Prelacy, Liturgy, and Ceremonies, 
| will 


| The Preface. 

will not admit of the Gofpel’s being Preached to 
blind perifhing Heathens, that they might be faved y 
nor that the Ufers and Approvers thereef can bave 
no Heart or Zeal for fuch a Good Work. O that . 
Mvhat of that kind hath been done in New England, 
might provoke others to an earneft Imitation of thi 
Example, and an holy Emulation of them in thus 
Vork fo manife(tly tending to the Glory of Chrift! 
So prayeth Pig he 


This 29th. of the 11th. 
Month,1697. _ Nath. Mather. 
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Of the Indians Inhabiting 
in New - England, and 
Adjacent Provinees. 
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Vere, O. {peak more of the Ovigizal of this 
People, than that they are defcended 
i fronr the Loins of their great Grand- 
we father déam,however divers worthy 
men, have their divers Sentiments’; I fhall not 
pretend ;, but that they are Origi- 
nally, of oxe Language is moft evi- Language. 
dent: noristhe admired knowledge 
pf thofe Ancients fo admirable, for their ready 
[peaking more than Twenty Languages which 
may. rationally be fuppefed to have been but 
pve Originally ; though fufferiag lome Change, 
py occafional accidents: We known t he: divers 
Prengnucing of the fame words, without dif- 
ence in. Dialect, may render. the. fpeaker 
| ardly intelligible,to him that writes alike with 
Moin; nor do I think the fpeech of thefe A+ 
mevicans fo divers, but that an Jidian who is 
well 
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well acquainted with bs own, may by conver- 
fing with thofe, fuppoted of a different and other 
fpeech, promptly Expreis himfelf in very few 
years, io as to be well underftood, by Forty 
of thefe Nations; who by reafon of Wars, the 
want.of Zrafick and Commerce, and the advan- 
tage, other Nations have had by Literature ; 
have feverally fuffered much alteration of that 
Language, at first indifferently fpoken by all, 
which yet is not more differing, than the pre-- 
fent Language of the Englih, from their {peech 
not many hundred years fince ; which althongh 
it would not readily be underftood, by a 
prefent Londoner, if he fhould fpeak with his 
great Grand-father,who than lived,yet hath not 
fo altered, but no long Converfe, might render | 
them mutually intelligible. Of words not un- 
like in the Jzdian Tongue hardly intelligible 
without cuftomary difcourfe of Nation with 
Nation, I might inftance in above an hundred ; 
fuch as Nuppaw, Duppaw, Ruppaw, the Sun; 4¢. 
tik, Abtooque @c. a Deer, Winnit, Wirrit, Good; 
and the like, Pum, Pum me, Pim, Oyl or Fat; 
thefe and the like, were donbtlefs the fame 
words, little altered ; befide which, the alone 
difference in Pronouncing, the fame word, might 
feem a great difference in the Speech or Lan- 
guage: for Example, Wirrit pronounced fhort, 
founds Writ, and might be not lefs readily un- 
derftood, by differently accenting the fame 
word; towhich! might add words, as fach, 

Exprefling 


Expreffing the mind of the fpeaker, being Com. 
pounded of other words, fuitabie for fuch Com» 
pofition, yet as fuch might be called new, or 
diftinét from a {peech in former u&; of which 
words, near the one half cf this Peoples Lan- 
guage is. I have been the larger concerning 
their Language, that fuch Englifh whofe hearts 
may incline to fo good and great a work, may 
Bbe incovraged, to go among thofe who yet 
have:hardly heard the Name of the LORD 
named among them. 


Their Government was purely Yozarchical ; 
and as for fuch whefe dominions extended 
dee than would well admit the Princes per- 
onal guidance,it was committed 

into the hands of Lieutenants, Government. 
who Governed with no lefS abfo- 
lutenefs,than the Prince himfelf: notwithftand- 
ing in matters of difficulty,the Prince Confulted 
with his Nobles,and fuch whom he efteemed for 
Wildom ; in which it was admirable to fee the 
Majeftick deportment of the Prince, his Speech 
to his Council, with the moft deliberate dif 
rnifion of any matter propofed for their advice ; 
fnfter which what was by Uge refolved, with- 
put the leaft hefitation was applauded,and with 
pit left a feeming Alacrity atte nded 


The Crown (if I may fo termit) alwayes 
lefeended to the Eldeft Son ( though Subject to 
ufarpa- 
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oferpation ) y not to the Female, unlefs in de- 

fect of a AZ¢ale of the Bloods 
Succeffi the Blood Royal, being in fach 

Veneration among this People, 
that if a Prince had iffue by divers Wives, fuch 
Succeeded as Heir who was Royally defcended, 
by the Mother, althouch the Youngeft efteeni- 
ing his iffue by a Venter of lefs quality than a 
Princefs, not otherwife than Sachims or WNoble- 
men. 


Their Nobles were either fuch who defcended 

from the Blood Royal, or fuch on whom the 

rince beftowed part of his Do- 

Nobles. minions with the Royalties; or fuch 

whofe defcent was from Anceftors, 

who had time out of mind been Efteemed 
fuch. 


Their Yeomen were fuch who having no 
ftamp of Gentility, were yet efteemed as having 
a natural right of living within 


Yeomen. their Princes Dominion, and a 


Common ufe' of the Land; and 
were diftinguifhed by two Names or Titles, 
the one fignifying Sabjecfion, the other, Toller of 
the Land. 


Although this People retained nothing of 
Record, nov ule of Letters, Yet 

Villians. there lived among them many Fa- 
milies, 


| Cay J 
Wnilics, who although the time of their Fore- 
athers firft inhabiting among them,was beyond 
he Memory of man, yet were known to be 
trangers or Forreigners,who were not Priviledg- 
d with Common Right, bat in fome meature 
Jubject to the Yeomanry, nor were not dignified, 

n attending the Prince, in unting or like Exer- 
ife ; unlefs called by particular favour. 


_ The Princes, aS they had not other Revenue, 
han the Prefexts of their Subjets ( which yet 
ivas counted, Due debt ) Wrecks of 

he Sea, with the Szzxs of Beats Revenue, 
kuled in their dominion, and many 

ike things, as Firff Fruits, @c. fo they wanted 
one; for in cafe of War, both People and 
Sftate was wholly ac their difpofe; therefore 
one demanded nor Expected Pay. If we re- 
eet their Court, it was doubtlefs maintained in 
sreat Magnificence, in diftinction from the Sab- 
He, which is the utmoft can be obtained by 
he Greateft Monarch ; their Families, and 
‘ttendants, being well Cloathed, with Skins of 
Wfo0s, Bear, Deer, Leaver, and the like: The 
Wcovifions for their Table, as Flefh, Fifh, Roots, 
NN rusts, Berries, Corn, Beanes, in great abundance 
nd variety, was alwayes bronght by their 
Neighbouring Subjects; of all which they were 
s void of Care, asthe moft Potent Princes in 
he Univerle. 


= 


As 


As the Prince was acknowledged, Abfolut 

Lord on the Land, {o he had no leis Soveraignt| 

at Sea: for as all belonged tc 

Dominion on Seas. him, which was ftranded o1 

the Shore of his Sea-Coaff, ft 

whatever Whales or other Wreck of Value, float 

ing onthe Sea, taken up, on the Seas wafhing 

his Shores, or brought and Landed, from an) 
part of the Sea, was no lefs his own, 


I fhall conclude this brief account of the J# 
diavs in general with what long fince pafied be- 
tween the late mach Honoured, Me. Thoma 
Mayhew, and an Indian Prince, who ruled 4 
laree part of the Main-land. 

This P Taiees coming to Adartha’s Vineyard. 
with his ufial attendants, being about Ezghey 

PuRESe at Armed, came to Mr 
Grandure. MMaybew’s Houle, and being ad- 

mitted, far down 5 Mr. Mayheir 
entred the Room, but being acquainted witt 
their Cuftomes, took no notice of the Prince’s 
being there (it being with them in point ol 
Honour incumbent on the Inferiour to Salute 
the Superiour : ) aconfiderable time being paft 
the Prince broke Silence, and faid, Sachem (3 
word importing in their Language not more 
than Noble, or Worfhipful) Mr. Mayhew, are 
ou well? to Which having 2 Friendly reply; 


and treating of feveral things, and of the Ifland 
Martha's 


| Lei 

W Martha's Vineyard,being Peopled with Englifh ; 
the Prince dering fomething wherein the Eng- 
Hlifh were concerned, Mr. Adcyhew promiling to 
Jeffect what he defired ; immediately Subjoyned, 
Ichat he mutt Firft peak with the Inhabitants , the 
-JPrince demanded why he recalled his Promife ; 
for faid he, Whae I Promife or Speaks alwayes 
true but you Englifh Governours cannot be true 5 
for you can't make your Words nor intentions trne 35 
but mine are alwayes true, for I make them true 3 
greatly difdaining the Popular Government of the 
JEnglifh in this Country: 


Having Promifed an account of the Converfion 
of many /zdians Inhabiting thete parts of 
America, it may well be: Expected I fhould 


fay fomething of their Religion, while Heathen. 
i| They generally acknowledged and worhhip- 
‘Wped Many gods x therefore greatly efteemed and 
reverenced their Prtefts, Powaws or 

Wizards; who were efteemed as Religion. 

rayne immedtate converfe with Mocs dege: 

he gods: to them therefore they addrefied 
(ithemfelves inall difficult cafes: yet could not all 
,ithat defire that dignity ( asthey elteemed it ) 
s jobtain Familraréry with the Infernal Spirits ;nor 
spvere all Powawss alike Succefsfull in their ad- 
.[irefles: but they become fuch either by ém- 
slediate Revelation, or in the ule of certain Kires’ 
pnd Ceremonies, Tradition had left a3 means con- 
jucing to that cnd : infomuch thar Parents 
i B often 
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ri] 
often out of certain Zeal dedicated their Chil 
dren to the gods, and Educated them accord- 


ingly, obferving certain Diet, debarring Sleep, 


@c. yet of the many thus defigned, but few 
obained their defire. 


Suppofing that where the Practice of Witch- 


craft has been highly efteemed, there may be 


given the plaineft demonftration, of Mortals 
having Familiarity with /ufernal Spirits 5 | am: 
willing to let my Reader know that not many 


years fince, dyed here one of the Powaw's, who 
never pretended to Aftrological knowledge, yet 
could precifely inform fuch who defire his Afli- 
ftance, froin whence Goods Stolen from them were 
taken, and whither carried 5 with many things 
of the like nature : Nor was he ever known to 
indeavour the concealing his knowledge, to be 
‘itnmediately from a god Sabfervient to him, that 
the Engli{s worlhipped. This Powaw being by an 
Englifh-man, worthy of Credit ¢ who lately 
informed me of the fame) defired to advife him, 
who had Stolen certain Goods which he had 
loft, having formerly been an’eye witnels of 
his ability; the Powaw after a little pauling, 
demanded why he requefted that from hin, 
fince himfelf ferved another God, that there- 
fore he could not help him; butadded, Jf you 
cain believe that mygod will help you, I wilktry what 
I can do, Which diverted the man from farthes 
inquiry. I muft a little digrefs, and tells my 
Reader that this Powaws Wife was accounted 
a Godly 


| aa ‘rofefion of the C hifi Religion, not 
only by the approbation, but incouragement 
Hof her: Husband ; She conftantly Prayed in the 
| Family, and attended the Publick Worfhip on the 
MW Lords Dayes: He declared that he could not 
blame her, for that fhe Served a God that was 
above his; but that as to himfelf, his gods 
continued kindnefs, obliged him not to forfake 
his Service. 
_ “That the Powaw’s by the Infernal Spirits often 
billed Perfonsy caufed Lamenefs and Impotency, as 
Nwell as fhewed their Artin performing things; 
Wbeyond Humane, . by Diabolick, Skill, fuch whe 
have converfed much among them have had no 
Jreafon to queltian: 
| Their, practife was, either by defiring the 
WSpiric to them appearing to.perform, what mif- 
chief they intended ; or to form a piece of 
Weather like an Arrow-beads tying a -hair there- 
ito: orufing fome Bone, as of Fifh ( that if 
might be known Witchgtaft, to the bewitched) 
ver which they performed. certain Ceremonies 3 
jand diftnifled them to.Efect their defire. Such 
inchanted things, have moft certainly, either 
Iicntered the Bodies of the.intended to be by them 
rounded,, or the Devil hath formed the likes 
ikvithin their Flefh, without any outward breach 
Df. the Skin; which we have good reafon to be- 
| aa the Powaw’s acknowled: ging that practices 


nd fuch things having been t3 ken out of .the 
B 2 . Fitfy 
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Flefh of the fuppofed to be bewitched. Or by 
their Seizing fomething of the Spirit Cas the 
Devil made them think) of fuch they intended 
to Torment or kill, while it wandered, in their 
Sleep: This they kept being in Form of aFly, 
clofely imprifoned , and according as they dealt 
with this, fo it Fared with the Body it belong: 
ed to. | 


Of the Cures performed by them,on the Bewitch- 
ed, J could give many inftances; I fhak briefly bint 
at two. 

The one, of an Indian on Martha’s Vineyard, 
called afterward George; who having been fome- 
time greatly Tormented, and now wholly im- 
petent, his Friends advife him to the Powaw’s, 
concluding him to be Bewitched; they being 
met, and dancing round a great Fire, the Sick 
lying by, fome of the Neighbours entered the 
Houle, being perfwaded that a great Powaw, 
now called to cure, had bewitched the Sick : 
They threaten him that as he had Bewitched, 
unleis he would Cure the Sick man, they would 
burn him in that fire; after many Excufes, too 
long here to relate, they took him up, refolving 
at leaft to Singe him a little; who no fooner 
felt the heat of the fire near him, but the Sick. 
immediately recovered. This was a thing Pub- 
lickly known to the Ezgiifh, as well as Indians, 
Ah the Neighbourhood : there can be no doubt 
of it. 


The 
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The other I fhallinftance in, was a Relation 
from Capt.Thomas Dagger Efqjnow deceafed,and 
Richard Sarfon Efq; Juitices of the Peace; who 
}being onan Ifland, where a Bewitched Woman 
lay in great Extremity and wholly impotent: 
The Powaw’s there having without Succefs in- 
)deavoured the Cure; the related fent to 44r- 
tha's-Vineyard, for more famoufed Powaw’s : 
| The faid Gentlemen, were admitted to be pre- 
fent, on certain conditions ; the Powaw's, goe 
}to dancing; who with the Spectators, ufed 
i certain Ceremonies ufual in fuch cafes ; one of the 
|) Powaw’'s Praying to his god, with fuch ardent 
\defires and fervency, that Capt. Dagger told 
me, had it been to the trueGod, it had been a 
Prayer Exceeding moft that he had heard: The 
iffue was, they ina Deers Skin caught the Spirie 
1 (as they faid) which entered the Woman ; this 


| 
} 
| 
| 
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they faid was the Spirit of an Exglifhman drown- 
Jed in the Adjacent Sound : Yet it was then fup- 
poled, the Powaw was by, which bewitcned 
her: The iffue was,fhe immediately recovered : 
The Powaw told her, unlefs fhe removed to Mar~ 
)tha’s Vineyard, fhe would again be Sick, for being 
\).aa Englifh Spirit he could not long confine st. 
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Of the Converfion of the) 
Indians, inhabiting certain 
Iflands near adjoyning to 
the Continent. of New- 
England ; and the Propa- 
gation of the Gofpel by 
fome fent to the Maine- | 
land -from_ thence. | 


SHE Worfhipful Thomas Adayhew in the ' 
Year 1641. having obtained a grant of | 
Martha's Vineyard, Nantuket and Elizabeth Ifies, - 
. to make a Settlement ; his Son Mr. Thomas | 
Mayhew in the Year 1642. Setled at Martha's ' 
Vineyards witha few other inhabitants, where | 
his Reputation for Piety, his natural gilts, 
befide the acquired by his Education ( having | 
attained no {mal} knowledge in the Latin and 
Greek Tongues.and being not wholly a Stranger 
TO | 
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0 the Hebrew) foon Occafioned his call to 


the Miniftry among that handful. Notlong 


after, Viz.-in the year 1644. God who had |i 
‘Ordained him an Evangelift, tor the Converfion . |} 


| of thefe Gentiles, ftirred him up with an Holy 


Zeal and Refolution, to Aflay what Succefs he 
‘might find in that work 5) he takes opportunity 
to infinuate, the Love and good will he bore 
‘to that People, and foon finds Occafion to 
let them no their Deplorable Condition, under 
Satan; who as he had kept them in Ignorance 
of thofe Bodily and Earthly things, which might 
render their Livesin thw World more happy 5 
fo of thofe that related to their Future bappt- 
vefs in that to come. And whereas he. could 


lnot be in hopes of being heard in a more 


Publick, he Treats them ina more Private way $ 
fometimes going to fome particular Houfes, ot 
Perfons whom he efteemed moft Rational and 
Well qualified ; other while difcourling with par- 
‘cular men. The firft Indian, imbracing the 
‘motion of forfaking their gods, and Praying 


J to the true God, called / a-coomes , Eftecm- 
ed by the Indians as a contemptible Perfon 


among themfelves ; unto this man, God who 
-erdereth all things for His own Glory, gave 


His Power, that he is foon beyond the fear 
of Concealing his. Gontempt of their gods : 
~The Sachem and. Powaw's being much inraged, 
threaten his Life ; the Powaw's or Wezzards 
: B 4 told 


fo great a meaiure of Faith and Confidencein . Ji 


told him (a thing Publickly known) that 
he could not be ignorant, that they could | 
kill fuch as difpleafed them, Viz. by Witchcraft: | 
he anfwers for himfelf before the Sachems, 
Witches, and a great Aflembly ; acknowledges 
the god they Worfhipped had great Power , 
but Limited, and was Subfervient to the God he | 
now had chofen ; therefore although by their} 
means many had fuffered much, and fome} 
were killed, he defpifed their power, as being} 
himfelf a Servant of Him, whofe Power over- 
yuled all Powers, and-ordered all things : The) 
Expecting multitude wait the event, which} 
while they Concluded, to be Sicknefs or Death ,| 
the good man remaines wholly Sound to their | 
aftonifhment. Mr. A¢ayhew makes ule of this) 
advantage, isunceflant in his labour, and Pro-' 
/—mifes, Now while they Stumbled in doubt of 
their own, to fet them in the Right Path ; he: 
{pares not hisBody by Night nor - Day, lodges 
in their Honfes. propofes fuch things to their 
Confideration he thinks firftly requifite, folves' 
all their Scruples and Objections ; and cells 
them, they might plainly fee, it was in good 
will, for their good, from whom he Expected 
no reward, that he fuftained fo much lofs 
of time, and endured wet and cold. It pleafed 
God to give fuch Succefs to thefe indeavours,’ 
that it was not long before he obtained Pub- 
lick Audience among them ; when generaily, he 
Tpent more time after Ser moe in reafoning 
with 
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With them, thanin Sermon ; whereby I mult’ 
Nell my Reader, it came to pafs, that their 
Xeligion was as wellin Head as Heart. This 
vorthy Servant of the Lord continued his pain- 
ull Labours among them until the year, 1657. 
n which time, God pleafed to give fuch 
‘GuecefS to his faithful and unwearied Labour, 
‘What many hundred men and women, were ad- 
‘Med to the Church; fuch who might truely 
xe faid to be Holy in Converfation, and for 
‘knowledge, fiach who xeeded not to be taught 
Nhe firft Principles of Religion , befide the many 
bundrea of loofer Profeffors of which, that 
‘uch worthy Chriftians, whofe godly Zeal, for 
‘/Propagating the Gofpel, to fuch who fat a 
WDarknefs and faw no Light, provoked an holy 
JEmulation, to compafs Sea and Land, by their 


| 


liberal Contributions for Profelyring the Hea- 
then, tothe Service and Worhiip of the Lord 
Jefus ( who yet Survive) might rejoyce, fince 
that, God gave a Blefling to, and caufed a 
s)Plentiful harveft to Succeed their Sowing 
inthefe Waters : and that the Succeflors and 
‘Children of thofe ever to be Honoured de- 
ceafed Chriftians might rejoyce, that their 
Predeceflors Religious intent, in giving freely 
‘of their Worldly Goods, toadvance the Work 
,Ifor Salvation of Souls, was fo far from de- 
,)minifhing their Eftates ; that they thereby 


leftan Inheritance to their Childrens Children. 
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I fhall give a true Relation of the Progrefy 


Gods blefling following the endeavours of thof¢ 
he called, for Converting the Indians, om 
Martha's Vineyard and Ad} acent Ifles; by letting 
the Work aehderk who, aa iow qualified thefel 


zi 
0 
were, who were Eftecmed Chriftians. | 


When fach a Number profeffed the Chriftian 
Religion,as gave Occalio’ to the /adians in genes 
ral to Efteem them a Seéf differing from them- 
felves, and by the denomination of, Praying, 
men, to Signalize that difference 5 and that their, 
Number was fuch as to A“eet Publickly to Wore, 
fhip God : fuch who forfouk their Heathenith, 
Worthip and Idolatry, profefling to become, 
Chriffians in the Publick Aflembly declared 
the grounds and reafons moving them to im- 
brace the one, and forfake the other way3 
with their Refolution to Pray, to Serve, and inz 
deavour to Obey the true God in Jefus Chrift 5, 
how this Refolution was wrought in them, 
what Temptations had obitraced, what Reafoir, 
Scripture and ck from God had incouraged 
them, and inabled them to retain fuch Refox 
lution : how, they had often Prayed to God, 
and yet been overcome by difcouragements, 
and Temptations @&c. Clofing all with profef- 
fing a Daal 10) by Geds Afliftance, to Pray, 
to, and Serve Him and Him onely ; begging 

the PRES of the Congregation to God in 
their 


| Be ge 
heir behalf : which faid, many of the Con- 
regation took them by the hand, in token 
f love and good will. If. after fuch Pub- 
ck Profeffion, any was obferved not to per- 
orm the ufual Worfhipping of God, in Pray- 
ng with their Families, defiring a Blefling on 
heir Food, or the like (who yet in their 
Publick meeting conftantly attended } they 
vere Publickly Examjned of the fame : Of 
which let me give a remarkable initance : 
Dne who after his Admifficn Cif I may fo 
erm it) into the Number and Sccietyof the 
Praying Indians, being prefent at a great Af- 
Wembly,: after the Exercife, was by him that 
iiPreached, informed that it was reported, he 
had ceafed to Pray, defired him, to let the 
ponercgation know, what grounds and mo- 
ives occafioned fuch neglect ; the man an{fwer- 
Id, Jt was true, be had not lately nfed Publick: 
1° Pray ; yet did Sometimes Pray Privately 5 that 
be did not in his judgment difapprove the Service 
of God, but acknowledged it to be good ; but 
Found himfelf weak 5 not able to live up to 
Rules of that Religion : but when God fhould give 
him more. flrength, he hepea he fhould be again a 
Praying tian. 
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i) Thus Mr. 4/aybew continued his almoft ir- 
Wgexpreffible labour and vigilant care for the 
Hcood of the Indians, whom he juftly efteemed, 
his Foy and Crown’ : and having {cen fo great 
| a 


a Bleffing on his faithful indeavours in the] 
making known the Name of his Lord among| 
thefe Gentiles, with indefatigable pains, ex-| 
pecting no reward, but alone from Him, who} 
faid ;,Goe teach all Nations, Lo I am with yous} 
God moved the hearts of fome Godly Chriftians} 
in England, to advance a Confiderable Sum) 
for incouraging the propagating, and preach-} 
ing the Gofpel to the Indians in New-England =} 
And feeing the Spirit ‘given to fundry of - 
the Indians, with the gift of Prophefying 5) 
according to the promife, given by Him; 
who Afcénded,and gave gifts unto men, an able: 
Godly Englifh-man, named Peter Foulger, who) 
was imployed in teaching the Youth in Read«, 
‘ing, Writing, and the Principles of Religions. 
by Catechifing ; and being well Learned in’ 
the Scripture, able to affift them in what; 
might be needful: his Honoured Father, the: 
Governour, well skilled in their Language, | 

( 

: 


and highly honouring the Work for their 
Convertion ; whereby, if in his abfence, any 
dificult matter might happen, they might; 
find fuitable Affiftance: In the Year 1647. he, 
intended a fhort Voyage for Exgland , but: 
alas! the Ship wherein he took Paffage was. 
never heard of ; Thus came to an Immaturé| 
Death, Mr. Ad4aybew, who was fo affectionate-) 
ly eftcemed of by the Indians, that many years. 
after, he was feldom named without Tears. — 

Mr. 


| 
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i) Mr. Thomas Mayhew, after the lofs of his 
jon, as aforefaid: Seeing no fich Salary, 
Wbrobably to be obtained, that might invite a 
IMinifter to imbrace the work among the Jn- 
lizians ; and little hopes of finding any of 
the Spirit of his Son, or Mr. EL/0 T, to 


ll 


Ibear the burthen, attending, and in that day 
If neceflity to be undergone; without a 

profpect of more than could well be expected, 
IFor incouraging to fo in-it-felf troublefome 
imploy ; and that his onely Son had spent his 
\Btrength, and yet rejoyced in the mid‘ft of 
Mc-hofe many Aches, Pains and Diftempers, 
‘contracted by his often lodging in their cold 
Houfes, and induring Wet and Cold, in faith 
lb€ Gods accepting of, and profpering himin — 
iehat, whereunto he could fee nothing could 
f 
} 


-ationally move him ; concludes, that it was 
Df God, and not of man ; he therefore refolves 
ko Vifit and incourage them often; he goes 
nce every Week to fome of their Plantations ; 
and with the Affiftance of Godly Indians, who 
caught and inftructed their Neighbours on the 
Lords Days, perfwaded the Indians of the Gay- 
ead, who many Years, were obftinately re- 
\Kolved not to admit the Glad-Tydings of the 
Sofpel among them (being animated by the 
Sachims of the Continent) not to imbrace it 5 
fo that now the Judians on the iflands of 
Marthas-Vineyard and Nanteker, might jaftly 


bear 


bear the denomination of Chriffian : the num} 
ber of Adult Perfons on both Iflands, being a4) 
bout three thoufand ; of which I have taken tha} 
more particular care to make an exact Compu 

tation, that I might: Vindicate Mr. Cortom 

Mather, trom the Lmputation of over-reckoning, 
when in the Life of Mr. Eliot, he reckons | 
the number fuppofed on Adarthas Vineyara| 
profeffing the Chriftian Religion to be Sixteem 
hundred. | 


The Indians being thus brought over to th¢ 
acknowledgmen on profefion of the Chriftzam, 
Religion; andmany. « of them defiring to joyn.im 
fach Gommiinien; sheen y they might injoy; 
the prefence of Ged in all His Ordinances 4 
Mr. Maynew and Mr. Jobn dupiven (now. Paitor; 
of the Church of Wew-Plymouta ) who, having 
been fometime Preacher. to the Englifh, had, 
attained fomie knoy ried sea the Indian Tongues; 
and Preacked. un to them two Years ; being, 
well Satisfied with their fuitaple qualifications, 
after mature Confideration ane, aataers COs; 
cluded to give their Help : 
a ; which was. happily acc 


a Lithed, to is | 
“lif h t Conch. and 
Godly P Profel ors of * dipslilondls who by advans 
tage of many years acquaintance with theimy 
had great Experience of their qualifications! 
An Indian Church Confederated, at A4Zartha’s 


Vineyard. - dug. 22. 1679. 
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Mr. A¢aybew by Mr. Cotton’s removing from 
fe Ifland, was left:alone as to any Englifh 
Wiftance: But Mr. John. A4ayhew his grand- 
In, being called to Preach to a imal] People ; 
Wy the urgent and ardent defires of the /ndians 5 
id being well skilled in their Language, com- 
Wiyed with them ; and once every Week 
Mreached at fome of their Plantations. His 
Hiligecce was now to be doubled, efpecially 
‘rer Mr. A¢aybew his Grandfathers Death, 
WM) the Year 1681. by reafon of certain Herte- 
Wp dox Opinions, likely to take root among them ; 
Mod being a man. of great natural parts, he 
| is to defire fuch who had imbibed any of 
hofe Principles, to produce their Keafons 5 as 

i kewife any that defired to be refolved in any 
thatter, to give him advantage to refolve 
hem in Pblick , that others might receive 
Matisfaction and Inftruction ; whereby I believe 
iid know, that they received more Convicti- 
ny Inftruction and Satisfafion, than in the 
vdinary way of Preaching , which alwayes 
otwithftanding .preceeded that : infomuch 
Mitiat none of thofle Erroneous Opinions {pread 
Mo the difturbance, or unfettlement of the 
Mehurch, nor generallity of profefiors among 
Whem : but having finifhed what God in His 
Wm llewife Providence, faw good to improve 
Mimin; he deceafedin the Year 1688. leaving 
he Indians ( if 1 might now fo term them) 

in 


a-igpen” 
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in an orderly way of Religioufly Congrega 
ting, in their feveral Affemblies om the Lora} 
Day, and hearing their feveral Teachers, wh@ 
ufually began with Prayers Sang part of @ 
Pfalm, then from fome portion of the Scrip} 
ture fpake for the Converfion and Edificatioy 
of his Hearers: As alfo a Caurch which then of 
foon after confifted of at leaft One Hundreg' 
Communicants, being according to the mofl 
ftric Order of the Congregational Way: \Whick 
leads me to fay fomething of the Difcipline ufed 
among them. | 


{ 
| 


The Church then are a Seledled Company df 
Profeffing Believers, in Covenant according te 
the Congregational practice, having Officers ace 
cordingly ; and keeping up the Exercife of 2 
fevere Difcipline, by publick Admonition in caf 
of the diforderly walking of any member o 
their Society ; and if after the Reproof an¢ 
Admonition of the Church, any proceedin theif 
evil Courfes, fach are preceeded with bj 
Excommunicatton. : 


{ 


I would then willingly Know of thofe De’ 
traitors, who either publickly or mort 
_ privately, have indeavoured to Seandalize fe 

great a work; What kind of people they ex 
pect. to fee a Church confit of ? Or when it 
will come to pafs, that fome fhall not be re 
tainedin Churches (who yet may be deemet 


4, 


7 Li33cd:! 
an Holy People) whofe Converfation may bé 
| grievous to the Church; though the Chutch 
Jcan find no: Expedient for their Excominica- 
Ition ? I know that many who are in no 
Jmeafure qualified for Church Fellowfhip, think 
ic no {mall difparagement to theinfelves, that 
Padians fhould be accounted worthy of what 
Wthemfelves cannot be admitted to: how it 
fpsin other places | know:not, but here fowies 


whole religious pretences have gained Credit 
Wabroad, and have not Scrupled to, Stigmatize 
the Indians with greateft opprobry, in par- 

ticular cafes of therr complaint, the Indians 

Shave been found wholly innocent, and them- 
elves fordidly Vilanous;: but when fhall ic 
foe that the Seed of the Serpent fhall ceafe to 
Whifs at, and open their Mouthes againft the 
ie of the Woman ? which yet I could de- 
#nonftrate; hath in feveral cailes which have 
Wccurr’d here, againft the /zdiazs, broken thé 
erpents bead, in his Children, and if it weré 
poffible filled them With Shame and Gonfofion : 
however, the Sober Religious People here; 
nave done, and doe, efteem them as Chriftéiars 
ndeed ; and although the Building be not 
ll of Living Stonés, yet as it is an Honfe, is 
o far efteemed an Honfe of God ; Infomuch 
hat I have heard fome Godly Englifhy their 
Neighbouts; Members of Churches ; profels 
they Were troubled, that their unacquainted- 
G nef? 
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| nefs in their Language ‘was’ fichs» that: they 
could not: well ¢ but otherwife would gladly.) 
partake with them,'dn the Ordinances of the 
Lords Supper. LM JGR wood’ boy? ewe 


I muft’ acknowledge; that: as thelicNumber | 
of the Jadians are greatly decreafed,. fo efpeci-. 
ally of the Godly and* Religiow ; it being a 
thing fo obvious, ‘that: in the syear 1699. 
of the Jedians of Martha's Vineyard alone; of 
the numberof more than one hundred. Adult | 
Perfons that dyed, not ‘lefS. than three. fourths, 
were of the Sober Religions Profeffors.; that it 
was by the Englifh Inhabitants vulgarly> taken 
notice of + the which notwithftanding, inthe 
year 1692, of thebefore mentioned Church, 
were remaining more than’ one bandred , with- 
out mentioning thofe’ many Confeffors, before ' 
mentioned, whofe Publick Declarations of their. | 
feveral: Convictions,” Temptations, and Refo- | 
lutions to endeavour to Serve the true God, 
would ‘have drawn Tears from the eyes of any _, 
who had’ but in the Serious retirements of 
Confideration acknowledged a Deity. 


I mut not conclude before! tell the Rea- | 
der, thatasin the ‘poftolick times, the Church 
fent forth from atnong themfelves, for. the Con- 
verfion of the Nations, fo thefe Jadiaus on 
Maitha’s Vineyard did not only to the land 
of Naatuket, being about 1500 Adult Per- 

nie fons 5 


SS 


fonsy but likewifeto the A4aint- laud. OF thot 
of SVantuker | (hall fabjoyn’a Letters from the 
Worthipfal Fobx Gardner, who iswell -acqiiaint- 
ed with them, having divers: years Affifted 
jthemin their Goverament, by inttrn@ing them 
inthe Laws of England, and deciding difficult 
cafes among them. | “iam ¢ J 
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Wa “aved Received Yours of April the 8th. 94% 
PL with your defire.to’ be informed of the pre= 
Went State of our Indians, as to. their Number, 
Vorthip. avd Government ; az Aafwer tg 
Ur defires, take briefly: Their Decay # Great, 
. Chiefly jn Number, there being now, but aboug 
| ive hundred Grown Perfons : As to their Wor- 
Whip, there Three Societies or Churches + Two 
ongregational, One, of the Baptifts, but their 
Wanber us. fmall ; . but their #4 Five . Conftant 
iiflemblies or Adcetings ; Two amongft tiem that 
Went by the Nameof the Antepeatames or Po- 
Watoms, ; and that I may now fay,.there 13 not 
vown 4 Powaw amongft them: and although 
1) % true, there is a great aecay in Religion 
Wyong the firft Societies, many of their beft meng 
vd EF may fay Good men aré Dead : Yet Aa 
|] G2 mong ft 
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mongft the now Praying Indians, there ss an Ine 
create; God Raifing up fome, yea even of Them- | 
felves,Preachers and Serious men too, Some of them 5 |. 
which # canfe of ThankfulnefS: but that theres } 
a decay with many is tobe Lamented , the canfe I} 
rake to be their not preferving the Truth in the} 
Love of it 5 their Love to Drink: their being |) 
move mindful of Form than Subftance 3 which) 
puts me upon endeavour to make them fenfble, That | 
st w neither Circumeifion zor Uncircumcifion: 4s} 
any thing, but the Keeping the Commandments! 
of God; Faith that works by Love, the New) 
Creature, andthings of that Nature. As totheir' 
Government, They are wholly under Their Maje-) 
fiies,or the Englith Government 5 the method ts,they \ 
pave Three diftintt or Town-Courts,with Power te! 


‘ 
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( 
1am Your Real Friend and Servant, _ , 


( 
Nantnket, MAY, Rohit Gardner. 


17th. 1694. 4 
' P| 
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_. Here we muft take notice of Gods giving 
|i SuccefS to the Miniftry of the Jndians; and 
acknowledge, that although there have been 
fome decay, yet on that J//land, there is not 
onely a Form, but in fome meafure the Power 
of Godlinefs. 
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So likewife on the A4aine-land ; by the alone 
Miniftry of the Martha's Vineyard-Indians, was 
4) the Civilizing and Converfion of the Jndians 
i)0n the A4aine-land, ata place called Succonet, 
and parts Adjacent: who as they were Con- 
4] verted by the Miniftry, fent from the Church 

of Martha's Vineyard, {fo the Officers were by 

them (as likewife were thofe of Nantaker) Or- 
ij dained by laying on the hands of their Presby- 
tery; of thefe although I have been no eye- 
hy witnels; yet I have received account,from even 
fuch who bare no great refpect to Religion, 
jj that they are as beyond Comparifon, Exceeding 
the other Indians in moral Vertue, fo likewife 
from other Judicious Perfons, their Neighbours 
Hof whom I fhall name. Mr. Willian Fobes, a 
|) Perfon now reprefenting the Freeholders of 
thofe parts, in the Great and General Aflembly, 
jof the Province of the Alaffachufer-Bay in New- 
(England: nor have thefe People as yet depen- 
dance on, nor Expectation from any other 
than their Mother, the Church of Adartha’s- 
YY ineyard. 
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Of the Indians Govern- 
ment when Chriftian. 


have already told my Reader, that the Go- 

vernment: of this People was the -beft. of 
al] Governmetts, A4onarchy.; and it has been 
judged. not without reafon; that a main ob- 
{trution in the progrefs of the Gofpel inthe 
American Plantations, was, if not yet #, the 
jealcufy the Princes conceived cf the inva fion 
of their Government through the pretences.of 
Religion, and the Eclipfing their Asonarchical 
Dignity. 


The ever, Honoured Thomas Mayhew there- 
fore finding that the Princes on thefe Iflands, 
who although they maintained their abfolute 
Power, and Jjurifdiction as Kings 5 were yet 
bound to.dee certain Homage to a» Potent 
£rince on. the Continent : and: although they 
were no great People, yet had been wafted 

by 


| by Anteftine, Wars, wherein the-great Princes 
i) onthe: Continent (not, unlike 2acopean Prin- 
ces forlike. Reafons of. State.) were not unafhft- 
ing, whereby they. were neceflitated to make 
thefey Princes the balance to decide: their Con- 
4 troverfies,. and. feveral, Jurifdictions., by pre- 
fents ;annually fent, whereby, obliging. the 
| Princes to; give-their feveral Afliftance as oc- 
cafion required’: and feeing his Son.as afore- 
faid.in.a- zealous indeavour for their, Con- 
werfion, he judged, it meet that Adfes and 


Aaron joyn. hands ;:-he' therefore. prudently 


‘letsthemknow, that by order fromhis Mafter 

the King ‘of Englaed, he wasto,Govern the 
Englifo which. fhould; inhabit, thefe Hlands .; 
| that his Mafter was in Power far above. any 
of the Indian Monarches, but thatas he was 
‘powerful, fo was he a great lover Of Jufisce ; 
‘that therefore he would in. no,meafure. invade 
I there Furifdictions , but on the contrary Afiitt 
‘themas need required; that Religion and Ge- 
-verment were difting things. Thus in no long 
‘time they conceived no ill Opinion of the 
I) Chriftian Religion. : 


yo When afterwards the number of the Chriftian 
W Indians were increafed among them), he per- 
{waded them to admit of-the) Coun/els .of- the 
|) Sudiciow Chriftians among themfelves, andin 
cafes of more than ordinary confeguence of 
C4 a 
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a Fury for Tryal, when likewife he promifed 
his Affiftance and Direction with the Prince 4 


when notwithftanding the Princes affent was \ 


| 
; 
f 


y 


to be obtained, though he were xo Chriftian. | 


Thus within a few years there was a happy} 


Government fettled among them, and Records 
kept of all Agtions and 4s pafled in their 
feveral Courts, by fuch who having learned 
to Write fairly were appointed thereto. The 


Princes with their Sachims ( or Nobles ). made } 


Publick acknowledgment of their Subjection to } 


the King of England, being nothwithftanding | 


mindful to be underftood as Subordinate Princes, 


to Govern according to the Laws of God and | 


the King. Herel fhall take leave to infert two 
Remarkables. 


During the late unhappy War between the. 


Englifh and Indians in New.England, about 
Nineteen years fince; an Eval Spirit ‘poflefled 


too many of our Exglif), whereby they fuffered | 
themfelves to be unreafonably exafperated a-' 


gainft all Judians ; of fuch there were fome 
qo thefe Iflands, who could hardly be fo 
moderated by Mr. Afayhew, and others in Go- 
vernment with him, as to be reftrained from 


ring to aflay the difarming of the Indians ; 


for whofe fatisfaction Capt. Richard Sarfon Efqy 


: Eq 
was ordered with a fmall party (the Indians 
being on thefe Iflands Twenty toone, having 

e | Arms ) 


———— ae — ccTo « 
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| 
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rms) to Treat the Indians en the Weft 
id. of Martha's Vineyarg, who were moftly to 
liz donbted: he returns with the infoing An- 
iver; That the delivering their Arms would 
Vixpofe them tothe will of the /xd:ans ingaged 
lh the prefent War, who were not lefs theirs 
han the Enemies of the Englith; that they 
ad never given occafion of the di/fruf inti- 
hated ; if in any thing not hazarding their 
ikfety, they could give any Satisfaction for 
roof of their Frdelity, they would willingly 
ttend what fhould reafonably be demanded of 
hem ; but they were unwilling to deliver 
heir Arms, unlefs the Englifh would propofe 
/lome means for their fafety and livelihoood : 
With this Return they drew a Writing in their 
wn Language, which I have often read, and 
Would have Verbatim inferted, but cannot at 
srefent find it; the Subftance was,that as they 
iad Submitted to the Crown of England, 10 
hey refolved to Affi? the Englifh on thefe 
|) lands againft their Enemies,which they cfteem- 
‘d in the fame refpect equally their own, as 
subjects to the fame King ; which was Sub- 
\iribed by the Perfons of greateft note among 
-hem, : 


_ Having this anfwer,the Government refolved, 
and accordingly improved them as @ guard, 
rarnifhing them with fnitable AROREIORS and 
Bay ound 


[42 7 
found thein fo’ faithful that even fome nearl| 
related, in obfervance.of general: inftruction| 
given them, fo foomas they landed from th{ 
Conti: nent, were immediately brought befor| 
the Governour, to attend his pleafure ; info} 
much that the Exglfh (although the War, with 
refpedto the multitude of Indians inhabiting 
the Continent, and their advantage’ by thd 
nearnefS ‘to the French had no good afpect] 
took no care, but left the whole to the Indians} 
nothing’ doabting to’ be advertifed by them 9} 
any danger from the Enemy. This was the 
effect of the bringing the Go/pel of Peace among 


them, V1z. a Peace- roranging Gofpel, | 
| 


f 


The -other obfervable I fhall add to fhow as 
their eves fo their obfervance of the Laws 
of F3 no land | 


In the time of the late Revolution; when mati 
ny in hopes there was vo King in Ifrael, ‘exe 
pected to have done what they faw good in} 
their own eyes: Several of our Exgiifh threats 
ning to fetch certain Sheep in pofleflion of the 
Indi ians inhabiting a fmall Ifland Adjacent to’ 
Martha's Vineyard, which Sheep they afferted 

were Stolen from them,who met with repulfe 5 
the Sachim Jeaft there fhould ‘happen any’ 
mifunderftanding of that matter, immediately 

makes 


i L.43° J. 
kes “his ‘report to me in thefe words, Viz. 
Weral of your Englifh have been on my Iflana, 
id would have forceably taken Sheep from thence 3 
2 we are much threatned therewith 5-1 am 
he beful if they perfift in that Refolution, it may 
Wcafton Blood-(bed : you know that while your 
Wand-father and my Father lived, there never 
ppened any difference in’ fuch things, nor hope 
be Occafion given by me. I cefire the fame 
Wty may be continued, nor can the. Englifh fay, 
it we have not manifefted onr Allegiance to the 
Ag by acontinued Subjettion.. And although it 
rue, we have. defired your Order fhould come 
0 4, rather than your Officer, which hath gene- 
ly been obferved , yet we ave wiling in Cafe 
t Exngiih pretend any thing ours have injured 
Wn in 5 let an Officer by writ from Autho- 
Wy doe his duty, then we {hall know bow in an 
Perly way, to be relieved, yet [hall the leaft 
! y eringing your Order, as in your Grand fathers 
ipe, Command any thing : Ard if you fee caufe 
MW any complaint about our Sheep, your may com- 
hed all of them, hoping to fird as hitherto a 
Mifton by the’ Rules of Fuftice : We hope we {hall 
Wt fee ( as ts too much prattifed in other places ) 
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People by the Englifh may be efteemed of the fam 
nature and qualsty 46 ours againft thems, of which) 
with the Fujtices, we pray you would Confider, ana 
take (peedy care. Sag tah 
if 

ANAS ‘ 1) 
I fhall as to their Government only add ; that; 
in their feveral Plantations or Town-fhips, they: 
Elect three or more to joyn with the Sachim 
(or Lords of the place ) who hold Courts, for 
ifluing fuch Controverfies as happen among) 
them, the Sachim preliding in fuch Courts, of 
in cafe be decline that Office, another is E- 
Jeéted in his place: if either party diflike che 
Judgment given, he Appeals toa Superion 
Court, which confifts of fome of the moft 
efteemed of each place, being fome of thei 
Magifirates, where fome Principal Sachims is 
Elected to prefide for one Year: and from this 
Court an Appeal lyes to the Englifh Court. In 
giving Judgment, they obferve fuch rules and 
orders made and recorded among themfelves, 
and the Englifh Law, the knowledge whereoi 
they much afpire unto. They have likewif 
fome among them, whom the lefs able to de 
clare, or defend their own Cafes, imploy as 
Attornies » fome of. which are to admiration 
Critical in their pleadings. va 
¢ 


I fhall 


Casa 


I thall clofe the whole when I have told the 


i 
tl 
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I cader,that their Children are generally taught 
5 Read, and many to Write ; in one. of their 
~owns the laft Winter, Viz. 1693. Thirty Chil- 
yen were at School, Twenty more of the fame 
} lace, at the fame time, accidentally, being not 
| applyed with Books, could not attend it. Such 
Pho are too far diftant from any School are 
| fren taught by fome of their Neighbours: In 
/ 

I 


iverfe places are lefler Schools. 


} 
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CONCLUSION. 


|| May, if not adouble, yet a fingle Portion of 
he Spirit of an ELIOT of New England, the 
f ayhews of Martha's Vineyard, a Bourn of Sand: 
Wich, in the late Colony of New-Plymouth, fall 
lin fome Perfons, who may, induced with an 
(Holy Zeal for God, and the Converfion of 
iJouls, according to their Example, Be inftant 
Hs Seafon and out of Seafon, indure all things, be- 
Home all, unto thofe miferable Creatures, thatif 
\hoffible they may Win fome, not doing the Work 
If the Lord negligently, by only Preaching a Ser- 
Hinon to fuch who defire to hear ; but by frequent 
‘ifiting them, and from Houfe to Houfe,difputing 
|ivith and convincing them, fhew that it is God, 
ind.net themielves they Serves believing there 
ie eas 
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is a great and Eternal Weight of Glory attending 
thofe. whom’ the Lord thall find’ So Doing 
Then:may we hope to fee’a Bletling on»thil| 
Land,and Peace on our borders sand the Indiaa\ 
bordering onus, ifhall ‘obey not out of Fear; bat | 
for Confezence fake. May ‘the Indian Church fene 
forth fome from among themfclves,to the morg| 
Remote Indians, with as good Succefs'as when te| 
the next bordering Indians.» May ‘the Royal 
Heartof our Gracious KING till: favour % 
Great and Gloriousan Undertaking '*'To which 
may the LORD our GOD, give His Blefling,, 


AMEN, 
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Aving among many things, .worthy 
of notice in the Precedent Difcourfe, 
omitted fome Remarkables, of the 


= a 


Indian Converfe with Infernal Spirits ; i 
] fiiought meet to briefly touch fome things til 
ierein Remarkable: and to infert.a Narra- iq 
| e of the Deceafe of a Prince, memorable for ih 
for faking his People for the fake, of Chrift ; i 
ii his return with happy .Succefs.ia Pro- 


ying his Subjects, to the Worfhip of, God in 
Wrift.. This 1 find Written on the out-fide 
tj} a. Book, in the Library of Mr. Yaha AdZay~ 

lip deceafed : which pleafe to take as fol- 
Jjveth. 


| 
i 


¢ Mittark, Sachim (rather Prince). of the 
Gay head, on Martha’s-Vineyard, Deceafed 


| 
| 
are: 1683, 
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& This Princes Subjects being refolved ti 
continue in their Heat henifm,notwithftandin; 
his imbracing the Gafpel; grew fo difaffecked 
to him, that be for atime, removed to th 
Eaft end of Martha's Vineyard; whither at 
ter three years abode at the faid place, ht 
again returned, having perfwaded his Peo 
ple into a willingnefs; that fuch who woula 
might attend the glad Tydings he pretendec 
to bring 5 whereiipon He himfelf opened tt 
them the 4/y/feries of the Gofpel, difpencing 
the wotd to fuch as came to hear him ; im 
fomuch that at this day that People are #/ 
Chri(tians by Profeffion: | } 


“© The day before his Death 1 being witl 
him, inquired of him concerning his hope; 
who after he had treated fome time of tht 
Mucability of an earthly Lifes Said; / bad 
hope'in God; that when my Soul departeth om 
of this Body; God will fend ns Meffengerp 
who {hall Conduét it to Himfelfy to be with 
Fefms Chrifi; and then with great earneff, 
nefs, pronounced thele. words ;. where that 
Everlafting Glory w! As for my reafons% 
( faid he) I my felf bave had many wrong 
of Enemies, of whom have fought no Revenge, 
nor retained evil in thought, word, vor deed; 
and I alfo expett the fame from God 3 but 

“ (faid 


. E 49 J le 
‘(faid he) J proceed no further, for God we |), 
very Merciful : then I asked him of his wile =|) 
lingnefs to Dye ,; he replyed: Jt % now Se- 
ven Nights fince F was taken Sick, and I have 
not yet wked of God, to live longer inthe World. 
Inthis World are fome benefits to be injoyed 3 alfo 
many troubles to be indured , but with refpett 
to the hope I have in God, 1 am willing to dye 3 
here I am in pain, there I {hall be freed from all 
I pain, and injoy that Reft that never endeth, 
} Then pointing to his Daughters, faid, There 
be three of my Daughters ; ( relating how they 
1 were difpofed of ) and you my Daughters, if 
you loofe your Father, Mourn not for me, bat 
| Mourn for your felves, and for your Sins: Afoura 
not for me, for though you are unwilling to {pare 
)) me, and I might be hélpful to you tf 1 fhould 
| Live longer in this World, yet to dye w better 
N for me. | 
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} Of Powaws or Perfons improving the In- 
Hcnal Spirits to Effect their intended Mali- 
jous Harms: I can inform of a Converted 
}schims who in his Publick Proteftation, faid 
} followeth. Viz.. That he having often: im- 
loyed his god, which appeared to him in form 
a Snake, to Kill, Wound, and Lame fuch 
Whom he intended mitchief’ to, he imploy- 
Ii the faid Sake to Kill, and that failing to 

, Ss BD Woand 
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Wound or Lame Hiacooms, the firft Convert or 
Martha's Vineyard ; all which proved ineffectual 
and having ferioufly confidered, the faid 471 a} 
combs Aflertion, that sone of the Powaw’s conla' 
burt him, fince his God, whom he now 
Served was the Great.God, to whom theirs 
was fubfervient ; he refolved to worfhip th¢ 
true God, from.which time during Seven years 
the faid Snake gave him great difturbance, bu 
that he never after his Praying to God i 
Chrift, ever imployed that faid Sake in an 
thing, which about that time ceafed to appea: 
to him. 


I can alfo inform, of an Indian Powaw 
who although he was not accounted Reli 
gious, yet faid, he was a Chriftian, who be 
ing queftioned by fome Englifh of fuch mat 
ters reported of him, acknowledged, that de 
figning to Kill by Wstehcraft a certain India 
who accidentally lodged in the Houfe wit 
him and his Brother, while he went ont t 
inchant an Hair, his Brother who before la 
from, now contrary to his knowledge la 
mext tothe fire, it being then-their cuftom : 


lye bare-back’t to the fire; be when he cam 
in, nothing doubting but that it was his } 
nemy, directed the inchanted Hair to the bac 


of his fuppofed Enemy, which immediatel 
enteriD 


entering his body, killed him; but in the 


Morning it proved to be bis Brother. The 


ing was well known ; and this Powam feemed 
with great remorfe and forrow to acknowledge 


the fame to fuch of our Englifh who inquired of 


D 2 A, 


SLPCSSSGH CGE VS 


i; 


hf 
i] 
i 
Ba 
Bi 
{ 
Gat 
i 
ai 
Mt 
i) 
5 
ie 
' ij i 
Fi 
i 
if 
Hh 


x 


PIES TEE PSE ae 


[52] 


ft 
Uh 
4s) 
ae 
He 
i 


i eh 
a vba 
Aare 
| $ hand 
Lali Oi 
a 
i ai 
My 


ae, eee 


= 
2 


: . a 
Sam & abe she che ote che sie Sy % xe | 
Oh OH 8G Bi a Sh 8 SDE | 


GEgS CYT Oke p Oe BH? CHE Bid CF7 3 CHO BETS BENE BETS See : 
BEOQLSSePOOS BD | 


A Further Account, con-| 
cerning the  prefent | 
State of Chriftianity a-. 
mong the INDIANS: 
in other parts of 
New-Engiana. ) 


~~~ Oncerning the further progrefs of the 
' Gofpel among the Jndiansin America; 
_ the Reader may take this following ° 
~ Account, which is Extracted out of ° 
feveral Letters fent to the Reverend Jucreafé ' 
Mather, Prefident of the Colledge at Cambridge 
in New- England. 


<n, 


i 
. 
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Mr. Samuel Treat Paftor of the Church in’ 
Eaftham, in a Letter bearing date Aug? 23. ' 
1693. Writeth as followeth: 


Reverend 


C53] 


: oop & Worthy Sir. 


i 
ss 


’ Being Advertifed that it would not be 
unfeafonable or unfervicable at this Jun- 
ture, to give your felf a true and impartial 
account, both of the number as alfo of the 
prefent State of our Indians, and Accepta- 
tion and Evtertainment of the Gofpel among 
them, and their profefled Subjection there- 
unto: Wherefore Sir, you may be affured 
as followeth. 


«¢ That there are Five Hundred and Five A- 
dult Perfons of /ndians, within the Limits of 
our Townfhip, unto whom thefe many years 
paft, I have from time to time imparted the 
Gofpel of our LORD JESUS, in their own 
Language, (and I truly hope not without 
Succefs ) 3; and yet I continue in the fame 
Service, earneftly imploring, and not with- 
out hopes expecting, and waiting for a 
more plentiful down-powring of the Spiric 
from on high among them: and [I verily 
doe not know of, norcan I learn that there 
is fo much as one of thefe Five Hundred 
Indians, that do’s obftinately abfent from, 
but do joyntly. frequent and attend on the 

D 3 “* Preaching 
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* Townfhip, in which four Affemblies, they 
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Preaching of the Word,and countenance the} 
fame, not only frequenting and attending 
feafons of Worfhip of a divine Sanction, but | 
alfo all other occafional Opportunies, when 
the Gofpel is difpenfed to them; and when 
our Congregations Solemnize Publick Days! 
of Prayer with Fafting or of Prasfes (Lutfu-| 
ally giving them Advertifement thereof )they | 
readily comply therewith, in their refpective| 
Affemblies. They have four diftinét Affem-) 
blies in four Villages belonging to our 


have four Teachers of their own choice, of! 
the more Sober, well Affetted and Underft and- | 


- ing Perfonsamong them, who do duly Preach | 


to them, whenl am not with them ; thefe 
Indian Teachers repair to my Houfe once a 
Week, to be further inftruéted ( Pro module 
meo) in the concernments proper for their 
Service and Station. 


“ There are in the four abovefaid Villages, 
four School-mafters ( of the beft accomplifht 
for that Service ) who teach their Youth to 
Read and Write their own Language. 


«¢ There are alfo Six ufices of the Peace 
(or Magiftrates ) in the four abovefaid Vil-' 
lages, who regulate their Civil Affairs, and 
Punifh Criminals and ‘pipe hg 
‘ Givi 


| 


| C35 J “i 

¢ Civil Law; they have their ftated Courts and 
i other Inferiour Officers in a Subferviency to 
© their Civil EUPOLITUESTHAL. 


_ & There are among them, many of a Sersos, 
IM fober civilized Converfation and Deportment, 
‘¢ ‘who are making Effays towards a further Pro- 
lit preffive ftep of Obedience and Conformity to the 
I Roles of the Gofpel,viz.an Ecclefiaftical Com- 
| ih bination, having a great defire to be Baptized. 


c¢ They are very Serviceable by their Labour 
Ike to the Englifh Vicinity, and have all along 
lise Gree our Wars with their Nation, been very 
<< Friendly to the Eaglifh, and forward to ferve 
lic them in that quarrel. Their Deportment and 
\is© Conver fe,and G arb,being more Manlyand Las- 
“¢ dable than any other Indians, that | have ob- 
\i*¢ ferved in the Province. 


ct But Sir, I would not be tedious, onely 
|| Craving your Intereft at the Throne of Grace 
|I** for us, that we may be Serviceable to the 
Name and Kingdom of our LORD JESUS. 
© So I Subfcribe. 


SER, 
Yours willingly, 


|| Eafham, Augue, 
| 23. 1693. Samuel reat. 
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Mr. Games Noyce Paftor of the Church ia 


| 


Stonington, in a Letter dated the’ Fifteenth of:\ 


March \aft, Writeth thus. 


Reverend Sir. ae | 


OURS I Received; and Rejoyce that God hath 
Stirred up any that doth take care and Con- 
tribute towards the advancing Chrifts K ingdom a= 
mongft the Poor Heathen ; and do and did for- 
merly believe, that where God fends Light, He 
ntends Love; and where God gives little, fe ex- 


pects lels : and therefore the Labours of the Res 


verend Mr. Eliot, Mr. Mayhew, Gc. have uot 
been loft, they have not Run in vain, but that 
*hany are gone to Heaven of their deceafed hearers: 
And I fhould count it my Foy and Crown to win one 


Soul of them to Chrift. And am in hope tbat fome 
ont or two of the Pequots, that were my Friends \ 
and lived on my Land, upon my endeavour have | 


obtained Mercy, now dead, who dyed Praying, Res 
nounced wholly the way of the Heathen W or{hip,&ee 
Alfo fome-of our Captive Servants profeffing the 
Faith with many Tears are Baptized, and give 
good Teftimony in their K nowledge, Converfe and 
Converfation of a real Gracious work upon them, 
i fave in my Honfe a Witty hopefull Sachems. Sony 


one of the chitfeft quality in thefe parts, bound faft 
i) 


| [37 J 
1 me tobe inftrutted to Read and Write, and in 
Pe way of Life, which hitherto gives great hopes, 
nd no difcouragement ; hes about Thirteen Tears 
fF Age. And once 1 had the advantage to Afto- 
Afb many of the Heathen, and of the chief of them, 
Wy Gods anfwering Prayers in the prefence of many 
Heathen, by raifing avery Sick Indian Lad (Eng- 
ifh alfo prefent) after the Lad was given over by 
ndians avd Englifh, avd was fpeechle/s 5 and fe- 
yeral Powaws bad Powawed, and given that 
entence, that the Lad would Dye, but he ts a- 
ive to this Day: The Story ws too large to 
rite, but I believe God did Glorifie Himself tu the 
ight of the Heathen, according to Humble and 
Varneft Petitions, made in the prefence of about 
Whirty Heathen: all feemed to be much Confound- 
a and awakened, One very Witty and Wife Sa- 
Phem there prefent told me, he would be a Chrilti- 
fa, but he was afraid his heart would not be 
Weght, witnoue which Profeffion would be in vata, 
md be was afraid \Vine and Women would be 
% Ruine, he fhould not forbear, but he owned 
ind almoft al prefent, when J] Prayed, Our God 
Yvas.the Great and True God, but they were Poor 
indians, and they did not knuw Him. Of thefe 
Vhings and much move many Englith witneffes ave 
Wive, but fome are dead. I have beard alfo the 
WReverend Mr. Fitch did at the Requeft of the 
Mohegs, keep a Faft for Rain, i” the Time of 
Great Drought, at the Requeft of the Heathen 
| Wes 
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| it iii. | 
When ther Powaw’s bad long Cryed for Rain, and | 
God anfwered by fending Rain the fame day, t0 the 
great Aftonifoment of the Heathen. * 


Yours to Serve, i 
“& 
a 


Stonington March, ee || 
15. 159354. James Moyers 


Mr. Rowland Cotton, Minifter at Sandwich, a 
a Letter of Fane 27. 1693. Writeth thus. 
5) 
Reverend Sir, a 
¢¢ W Have Endeavoured to take an Exact Ac-: 
. count of thofe Jzdians, Adult Perfons,’: 
“ who do conftantly attend upon the Difpenfa- 
© tion of the Gofpel, in the place that at pre- | 
“¢ fent I am concerned for. And we do find ' 
© that in Afan{hipan,Santtuit and Cotuit, Villages ' 
<€ bordering on each other, and all belonging to! 
“¢ the fame Aflembly; there are no lefs than! 
© Two hundred and Fourteen, befides feveral | 
“¢. Straglers, that have no fetled place, do repair 
“thither. Tocarry onthe work ofthe Lords 
cc Day there is appointed on Simon Papmonit =| 
&¢ and at other times I fhall diligently intend | 
“ their good according to my Capacity. tT 
Reverend Sir, I defire your Bleffing on ' 
Your Servant, q 


Sandwich Zune, m 
27. 1693. Rotvlana Cottor. 
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* One bundred and Exghty Indsans, unto whom 
': does difpente the Word, comcerning whom 
'}: has Charitable hopes that they do (and that 
ith Zeal and Sincerity ) Embrace the Goipel. 
Phere are moreover, in Plymouth Colony 
pout Five Hundred Indians, amorg{t whom Mr. 
pbn Cotton ( Paftor of the Church in Plymouth, 
nd Son to the Famous Cotton of Wofkon ) hath 
tnd doth preach the Gofpel. Likewife Mr, 
jeter Thatcher, Paftor of the Church in A%/ton, 
} a Faithfol Labourer amongft the Jndians at 
jankepaog. SoisMr. Grindal Rawfon, Faftor of 
fhe Church in A4endam, among the /adians in 
1ofe parts; and Mr. Bondet, who is Minifter 
)> the French Congregation at Oxford, in the 
; Vipmug Country. The /ndian Church at Natick 


which was the firft Indian Church in America) - 


fince Blefled ELJOT’s Death, much diminifh- 

dand dwindled away. But Mr. Daniel Cookin 

ath beftowed his pious Cares upon it. 
| Befides the Labours of the Englifh in Men- 
Viagland,Mr. Dellius(a worthy Dutch Miniter } 
Vt Albany has Learned the Language of the /x- 
Mans in thofe parts ; God has Gracioufly Smi- 
‘ed on his Endeavours, fo as that Confiderable 
/Numbers of them are Converted to the Faich of 
WChrift, and there is reafon to hope that what 
em Bost iS 
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Mr. Thomas Tupper alfo has given an Account 
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isdone, is but the Fzrft-Fruits of a Great Har| 
veft to follow. ‘Lake the Account which him! 
felf giveth, ina Letter bearing date the 16th | 
of Fanuary \aft. His wordsare thefe. 


Pa 


: 


Reverend Sir, i 


“ Have this to add to my former, that a 
cc Fefuite, called A4ilet, whom the Oxeydes | 
** took prifoner about four years agoe, and who 
¢¢ is now In that Caftle a great man among them,’ 
¢ ufesall his Sultilty to fruftrate my Labours,by 
“* by making falfe Impreflions upon the /ndians 
«© concerning our Religion; yet God Almighty 
“¢ is pleafed to ftrengthen my Profelytesin that. 
“¢ way I teach them more and more; fome- 
«¢ times there happens difference and difputes: 
“ between my Profelytes and his, concerning 
«© the points of Religion, but ours alleadge they 
“¢ Confute the others. This I muft fay for 
¢ them, that they take a great deal of pains and 
“¢ are very Zealous to learn, and very Devout in 
“ their practice; I am under favour of opinti- 
“¢ on, that the fefuit Catechifm, with the Cafes 
<¢ of Confcience added thereto, writ by their’ 
“ own Hands, which they learn the Jvdians, 
«¢ which is either in your or your Reverend Son, 
‘© Mr. Cotton Afathers pofleffion, may be Servi- 
“¢ ceable, to convince our Profelytes and others 

+ French 


| ne Lome 
French, that come here of their penicious 
i) Principles, and wifh the fame might be fent 
+me. I had put Six or Seven Pfalms in their 
' Native Language upon our Notes, but were 
‘ not perfected, now they are finifhed and the 
} Yen Commandments alfo. The new Jafant 
> Church among the Heathen Increafes, there 
' being Seventeen laft Communion day, the 
© Thirty firft of December \aft, who took the Sa- 
I crament with us, and four others Baptifed the 
fame day. Thus God is fought of them that 
asked not for Him, and w found of them that 
+ fought Him nor. think that God has a great 
I People of them yet; the Lord fend a Blefling 
§ to thofe means thatare ufed for the Enlarge- 
ment of His Kingdom among them; and 


M* BlefS you, and all that Labour in Hig Vine- 
Wi yard, which fhall ever be the raters of 
+ him, who is, 

| 


Reverend SIR, 


Your moft Faithful and Obedtent 
Servant, in our Lord Fefits, 


MAlbany, Banuary, 7 
16. 169334. Gorefrivus Deltus. 
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he Succefs of the Gofpel amongft 
the INDIANS inNev- 


England. 


—— — 


ritten by Mr. Jncreafe Afather, Minifter of 
| the Word of God at Foffon, and Rector of 
| the Colledge at Cambridge in New-England, 
to Dr. John Leufden, Hebrew Profeffor in 
the Univerfity of Usrechr. 


Tranflated out of Latin into Englifh. 


Worthy and much Honoured Sir, ( 


OUR Letters were very grateful to 
| me, by which I underftand that you 
| and others in your famous Univerfity 
jof Utrecht, defire to be informed concerning 
Niche Converted :/ndians in America: Take 
Jtherefore a True Account of them ina few 
words. 
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Iz is above forty Years fince that truly godly 
Man, Mr, Fobn Elliot, Paftour of the Chure 
at Rocksborough, (not above a Mile from Boffo 
in New-England ) being warmed with a holy 
Zeal of Coverting the Americans, fet himielf 
to learn the /zdian Tongue, that he might 
more ealily and fuccefSfully open to them the! 
Myfteries of the Gofpel ; upon account of 
which he has been { and not undefervedly } 
called, The Apoftle of the. American Indians, 
This Reverend Perfon, not without very great" 
labour, Tranflated the whole Bible into the 
Indian Tongue; he Tranflated alfo feveral’ 
Englifh Treatifes. of ‘Practical Divinity, and! 
Catechifms into their Language: Above 26 
Years agoe he gathered a Church of Converted 
Indians in a Town called Natick; thefe Indians 
confefled their fins with Tears, and profeffed! 
their Faith in Chrift, and afterwards they and’ 
their Children were Baptized, and they were! 
folemnly joyned together in a Church-Cove-' 
nant; the faid Mr. Elsot was the firft that Ad- 
miniftred the Lords Supper to them. The! 
Paftor of that Church now is an /#dian, his’ 
Name is Davel. Befides this Church at Natick,’ 
among our Inhabitants in the 4/affachuferts 
Colony there are four Jzdiam Aflemblies, where’ 
the Name of the True God and Jefus Chrift is 
folemnly called upon ; thefe Aflemblies have’ 

American 


| 


C65 J 
American Preachers. Mr, Elliot formerly ufed 
to preach to themonce every Fortnight, but 
now he is weakned with Labours and Old-age; 
being in the Eighty Fourth Year of his Ages 
and preacheth not to the /ediass oftner than 
once in two Months. | 


\ 


There is another Church, confifting only of 
Converted Jndians,about fifty Miles from hence; 
i an Indian Town called Marfhippang, the firkt 
qPaftor in that Church was an Englifb Man, 
fwho being skilful in the American Language; 
WJPreached the Gofpel to them in their own 
Wj Longue. This: Exglifh Pattor is dead, never- 
| pRetets that Church has am dadian Preacher: 


| 


| oDhere are befides that, five Aflemblies of 
oie profefling the Name of Chrift, not far 
(Pittant from Adarfhippang, which have Indian 
Preachers :) Fobn Cotton Paftor of the Church 
pit Piyzouth (Son of «my venerable Father-in-law. 
fee Cotten, formerly the famous Teacher of 
eae Church at Boffon ) hath made very great 
Progrefsin learning the Jyaian Tongne, and is 
(ery skilful in ét ;. he: Preaches in their own 
-2nguage to the laft five mentioned Congrega- 


ions every Week. Moreover of the Iohabi- 


pants of Szconet ia Plymouth Gokony, there is a 
ke Congregation ofithofe whe for diftin@ion 


eke are called Praying uindiansy sbecaufe they 
tay to God in Chrifts - “af 
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Not far froma Promontory called Cape Cody | 
there are fix Aflemblies of Heathens who are to 
be reckoned as Catechument, amongft whom 
there are Six Indian Preachers: Samuel Treats 
Paftor of a Church at Eaftham, Preacheth to- 
thofe Congregations in their own Language. / 
‘There are likewife amongft the Iflanders of ' 
Nantuchett a Church, with a Paftor who was ° 
lately a Heathen, and feveral. Meetings of Ca-! 
rechumeni s,who are Inftructed by the Converted ' 
Indians. ‘There is alfo another Ifland, about’ 
Seven Leagues long, (called Martha’s Vineyard)’ 
where are lwo American Churches planted,’ 
which are more Famous. than the reft ; over. 
one of which there prefides an Ancient Indian’ 
as Paftor, called Hsacooms « Foln Hiacooms, Sow 
of the faid Indian Paftor, alfo preacheth the 
Gofpel to his Countrey-Men. Another Church’ 
in that place Fobn Techinolha Converted Jndtan 
teaches. In thefe Churches Ruling Elders. of 
the Indians are Joyned to the, Paftors; the Pa: 
{tors were chofen by the people, and when they 
had fafted and prayed, Mr-Elior and Mr. Cottor 
laid their Hands on them, fo that they wert 
folemnly Ordained. All the Congregations 0 
the Converted Jndians (both the Catechumen 
and thofe that are in Church Order )every Lord 
Day meet together, the Paftor or Preacher al 
wayes begins with Prayer, and withouta Form 

becauf 
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becaufe fromthe Heart; when the Ruler of the 
\flembly has ended his Prayer, the whole Con- 
sregation of Indians praife God with finging ; 
ome of them are excellent Singers: After ‘the 
he that preaches readsa place of Scripture 

he will ) and expounds 

om it, proves them by 
and inferrs Ufes from. 
ifh, of whom, 


iHinary occafion, 
jpart whole days, 
ating and praying 
ind. 
Before the Englifh came into thefe Coafts, 
| rhefe barbarous Nations were altogether igno—. 
kant of the True God; hence is is that in their 
Prayers and Sermons they ule Englifh Words 
land Terms; he that calls upon the moft Holy 
@Name of God, fays, Fehovab, or God,or Lordy 
Ind alfo they have learned and borrowed many 
Mother Theological Phrafes from us- In fhort, 
Gx Churches of Baptized /ndians in 
, and Eighteen Affemblies of 
profefling the Name of Chrift 
Ev2 Of 
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OF the Indians there areFour and Twenty who 
are Preachers of the Word of God; and be 
fides’ thefe, there ere Four Englifh Minifter 
whe Preach the Gofpel in the Jvdian Tongue, 
Yani now my felf weary with Writing, and I 
fear leaft if | fhould add more lI fhould alf be 
tedious to you ; yet one thing | muft add, 
(which I had almoft forgot) That there are: 
many of the /ndzan Children who have learned 
by. heart the Catechifm, either of that Famous: 
Divine Mr. Perkins, or that put forth by thei 
Affembly of Divines at Weftrminfter, and in 
their own Mother-Tongue can Anfwer to ail 
the Queftions init. Buti muaftend. I ante 
the Profeffors in your Univerfity ; to whom F. 
celire you te Communicate this Letter, as: 
Written to them alfo. Farewell, Worthy Sits 
the Lord prelerve your Health for the Benefit 
of your Country; his Church, and of Learning. | 


Yours ever, | 
| 
Bojton in New-England, : 
Jaly 12. 1687. 


Inereale Mathers. 
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An Advertifement. 


OME further Account of that Jefuite 

) Catechifm, and Cafes of Confcience, mention- 

¥d in the above-written Letter, may be feen in 

djhe Life of Mr. Joba Eliot: Written by Mr. 

orton Mather, pag. 135,136,137. East. Third, 
rinted at Loudon for Fobu Dunton. 
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‘HE Righteoufnefs of God through Faith, 
upon all without difference who do 
selieve: In Two Sermons; On fovm. 3. 22. 
wPreached at the Averchants-Letture in Broad- 
Kreet, by Nathaniel Mather, Minifter of the 
Wolpel. Printed for Nathaniel Hiller, at the 
Princes Arms in Leaden-Hall ftreet. 
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